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Dates of papers received and examined 


for the week. 


BENGALI. 
Monthly. 


‘‘ Bharat Shramajivi’ _... 
‘Gramvarta Prakashika ” 


Fortnightly. 


‘¢‘ Sansodhini ’ 
‘‘ Purva Pratidhwani’’ 


Weekly. 


‘‘ Ananda Bazar Patrika ”’ 

‘ Arya Darpan ” 

“ Bharat Bandhu “6 

‘¢ Bharat Mihir” 

‘¢ Bengal Advertiser” 

‘‘ Bardwan Sanjivani’’ 

‘‘ Dacca Prakash”’ 

‘‘ Education Gazette’ 

‘ Hindu Ranjika”’ 

‘‘ Medini”’ esi 

‘¢ Murshidabad Patmka”’ ... 

‘¢ Murshidabad Pratinidhi re 

‘¢ Navavibhakar’”’ Pre 

‘¢ Pandarshak ”’ 

‘* Pratikar”’ 

‘‘Rungpore Dik Prakash r 

‘* Sadharani”’ 

‘¢ Sahachar’”’ 

‘ Som Prakash ”’ 

‘‘ Sulabha Samachar” 

‘¢ Srihatta Prakash ”’ 

‘“ Tripurd Vartavaha " 
Daily. 

‘“ Samvad Prabhakar” 


‘‘ Samachar Chandrika”’ 

‘‘ Banga Vidya Prakashika”’ 
‘* Prabhati”’ 

‘‘ Samachar Sudhabarsan ” 


Weekly. 
‘‘ Urdu Guide” et 
Hinpt. 
Weekly. 
‘* Behar Bandhu”’ 
“ Bharat Mitra ”’ 
‘‘ Sar Sudhanidhi ”’ 
‘*Uchit Bakta” 


Prrsrax. 
Weekly. 
‘Jam-Jahan-nums ”’ ie 
ASSAMESE. 
| Monthly. 
** Assam Vilésini”’ : 
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‘‘ Samvad Piirnachandroday Bes 


ENGLISH aND Urpt. 


Calcutta 
Comercolly 


Chittagong 
Ditto 


Calcutta 

Ditto 
..| Ditto 

-- | Mymensingh 
Calcutta 
Burdwan 
Dacca 
Hooghly 
Beaulcah, RAjshéhye... 
Midnapere ies 
Berhampore 

Ditto 

Calcutta 
Sylhet 
Berhampore es 
Kakinia, Rungpore 
Chinsurah 
Calcutta 
Changripotté,24-Perghs. 
Calcutta 
Sylhet 
Commillah 


Calcutta 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Bankipore, Patna 
Calcutta 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Ditto 


Sibsagar 


26th 


19th 


26th 
24th 
22nd 
27th 


23rd 


18th 
17th 


21st 
24th 


18th 
23rd 


21st 
25th 
23rd 


22nd 


ditto. 


ditto. 
‘witto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


ditto. 


18th April 1881. 


18th and 25th April 1881. 
29th April 1881. 


18th and 25th April 1881. 
23rd April 1881. 


22nd to 28th April 1881. 
25th to 30th 
25th to 30th 
25th to 30th 
zoth to 30th 


ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 
ditto. 


16th and 23r April 1881. 


14th April 1881. 
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Paripanensx, 
April 17th, 1881. 


PaARIDARGHAK, 


NaVAaVIBHAKAR, 
April 18th, 1881. 


Arya DaRPan, 
April 29th, 1881. 


Urpe Gein, 


Apnil 16th, 1881. 
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PoLtItTIcAL. 


The Paridarshak, of the 17th April, thus remarks on the results of one 
ore ear of Liberal administration :—Though the 
One year of Liberal Administration. benefits we have received have not full 
answered our expectations, and though India has not gained to the 
extent anticipated by her, yet it behoves us to be grateful to the 
Liberals. What they have done for this country may not appear satis. 
factory to them, but the people are satisfied that enough has been done. 
The performances of the Liberals have not indeed come up to the profes. 
sions which they had indulged in before the general election ; but certain! 
this is better than no performance at all. That they have fulfilled their 
promises even partially is a fact which the people of India will always 
acknowledge with gratitude. | | 
2. Referring to the passing into law of the Irish Coercion Bill, the 
Wis Sieh, Cite ti same paper observes that it is neither the 
Spey Liberal Ministry, nor the leaders of the 
Irish Land Teague, who are responsible for this measure. The fault lies with 
the leaders of the Conservative Party and the members of the House of 
Lords who had thrown out the Compensation for Disturbances Bill. If 
that measure had been permitted to become law, the troubles which now 
exist in Ireland would never have come about. 

8. The Navavibhdkar, of the 18th April, remarks that, by the terms of 
the deed of transfer, Government has so bound 
the young Maharajah of Mysore that he has 
but little hberty of action left. The tribute payable by him to the 
British Government has been increased, and all real power left in the hands 
of Mr. Gordon. It is doubtful whether, after meeting all the necessary 
expenses, the Maharajah will be able to pay for his administration. He will 
find it impracticable to enhance the taxes of his subjects already sunk in 
poverty, and will probably be compelled to have recourse to loans—a plan 
which is sure to land him in difficulties. If such a state of things ever 
came to pass, Government would most likely raise the old plea of mis- 
government and annexation as its remedy. In the coffee-planters, again, who 
are Europeans, the Maharajah has a troublesome class of subjects, who may 
easily injure him. They would resist all proposals fur enhancing taxation, 
and, if unsuccessful, seek the aid of the Proneer, the Hnglishman, or any of 
the other papers who are constantly harping on the alleged mis-government 
in Native States. In view of all these possibilities, it behoves Lord Ripon to 
reduce the amount of tribute payable by the Maharajah, and to grant him 
more liberty in the management of his affairs. 

4. The Arva Darpan, of the 29th April, asks Government to set 

Pa ee Yakub Khan at liberty. No evidence has been 

: found to show that he had any complicity m 
the massacre of Major Cavagnari. Why then detain an innocent man iD 
captivity? The plea that his release will be the signal for a fresh outbreak 


of difficulties in Afghanistan will not stand, because troubles will always 
exist there even without him. 


Mysore. 


Pcsiic ADMINISTRATION. 


The Urdu Guide, of the 16th April, remarks that the recent arrests 


,_ Arrest of a purda-nashin native of certain respectable native females of Cal- 

emale unde { é ee ‘ 

ismale under section 610 of the Civil cutta by the orders cf the High Court, passed 
under section 640 of the Code of Civil Pro- 

cedure, have created great uneasiness among both Hindus and Mahomedass. 

So long as Hindu and Mahomedan females choose from considerations ° 


modesty to keep themselves within the purda, it behoves both Government 


D. 


@ 
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and the Legislature to respect their feelings. The Editor therefore trusts 
that the section referred to will be repealed. 

6. The Partdarshak, of the 17th April, is exceedingly glad to find 
that the Secretary of State has condemned the 
Vernacular Press Act and urged its repeal. 
It is gratifying to observe that the narrow and ill-considered views of the 
Englishman and the Pioneer have been disregarded. The Editor bics his 
readers rejoice at the prospect. 

7. The Navarebhakar, of the 18th April, contains a lengthy retrospect 

pore of the Bengali year 1287. Adverting to the 
oe ee extensive changes in the personnel of the Gov- 
ernment of India, the Editor makes the following observations :—The late 
Finance Minister, Sir John Strachey, was gracious enough to retire from this 
country last year. He was utterly devoid of generosity, moral scruples, and 
liberal views, and had for a long time past harassed the people of India. He 
did not in the least hesitate or feel ashamed to impose the license-tax even on 
those who were earning only four annas a dav. For all these acts, Lord 
Lytton was ready to grant him a bonus of Rs. 50,000, but owing to the 
timely exposure of his blunders, we were fortunately spared this loss. 
Major Baring now fills the post vacated by Sir John Strachey. The 
former is an able and conscientious man, of liberal views, who, it is believed, 
will succeed in restoring Indian finance to order. No other Viceroy before 
Lord Lytton ever left India under such a cloud of disgrace. Under his rule 
the country suffered the worst troubles. Even Nature herself seemed to 
have been frightened by the presence of such an unrighteous ruler in this 
virtuous land. The clouds withheld seasonable rains, and the land nearly 
lost its productive powers. <A sense of duty almost disappeared from the 
minds of the subordinate officials of Government. The liberty of the 
subject was in various ways curtailed. The gaunt figure of famine stalked 
over the land doing its murderous work. India has been, however, reassured 
by the downfall of the Tory Ministry, and with it by that of Lord Lytton. 
His successor is a generous and conscientious man, possessing a strong sense 
of duty. He has not yet conferred any signal benefits upon India; but the 
people expect much from him. His advent in India has been marked by 
good harvests. Ina short time he has become exceedingly popular. 

8. The same paper is of opinion that the recent Resolution of the 

Bengal Government, regarding the appoint- 
p_assed. students of the Sibpore ment of the successful students of the Sibpore 
wngineering Coliege. , . ; 

Engineering College, is a document which 
will extremely disappoint the public. While seeming to consult the 
interests of these students, in reality it takes away from them the privileges 
which they have hitherto enjoyed. Formerly, they were eligible for the 
post of Apprentice Engineer, and a few were also, after approved service, 
promoted to the ranks of Executive and Assistant Engineers. Sir Ashley 
Kden has ruled that this is to be no longer the case, and the highest post 
they can now aspire to is that of First Class Overseer. A blow has thus 
been struck at the prospects of these men, while the highest offices in the 
Public Works Department are all reserved for the students of the Engineer- 
ing College at Cooper’s Hill. The question that arises in this connection is— 
if Government really intended to do this injustice to native students, why 
was the farce of an Engineering College set up at Sibpore? It is really 
strange to notice that, while native students are not, after years of hard 
work and study, considered fit for the post of an Assistant Engineer, Govern- 
ment appoints the raw recruits obtained from Cooper’s Hill at once to this 
post. Similar instances of injustice to natives are, however, to be found in 
the Judicial and Executive Services. Natives appear destined to be drudges, 
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April 18th, 1381. 
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C7 
whilst others are to reap the benefit of their labours. Sir Ashley Edep ;, 


gradually becoming as autocratic as the Russian Czar. At one time be 
proposes the elevation of natives to superior offices, and at another take. 
away from them the right to such offices. | | 
9. A-correspondent of the same paper directs the attention of §;, 
Ashley Eden to the high-handed proceeding, 
The high-handedness of the Howrah of the officers of the Howrah Municipality ig 
Municipality. ' : eis 
connection with the demolition of a platform 
attached to the house on the river bank which serves as a resting place for the 
dying Hindus, and which a resident of the place, Babu Brindavan Chandy, 
Dutt, had caused to be constructed for the public benefit at his own expense anj 
on his own land. In the teeth of the decision of a Bench of Commissioners 
and of the Deputy Magistrate, Babu Bhagawan Chandra Bose, the officers 
of the Municipality, armed with the orders of the Magistrate Mr. Buckland, 
have demolished this platform to the great inconvenience of the inhabitants 
of the locality, and forcibly taken possession thereof. 
10. We extract the following observations from an article in the 
aks ana re Sahachar of the 18th April :—It is not given 
r. VWiackenZie an e€ ommls- 


sioners of the Calcutta Municipality. to a responsible ruler to indulge in unbnid- 
led speech. He should speak cautiously. It 
was justly observed by Sir Ashley Eden in a recent communication, con- 


taining strictures on the conduct of a certain Joint-Magistrate, that a 
person who is not able to control his temper is not fit to be entrusted with 
responsible work. It is to be regretted that the rule laid down by His 
Honor for the guidance of others is not followed in his own case, or in that 
of officers placed immediately under him. An official paper should not | 
contain harsh language, or be written in a sarcastic spirit. One _ therefore 
observes with regret that there is occasionally a departure from this practice 
under the present Lieutenant-Governor. There are indeed persons who 
speak approvingly of Sir Ashley Kiden’s power of writing cutting minutes. 
It is not, however, desirable that a Lieutenant-Governor should be a regular 
polemical writer. ‘The ruler of a province should act with calm delibera- 
tion, and not seem moved by aspirit of partisanship. This mistake was 
committed by Sir Ashley Eden in dealing with the question of medical 
expenditure. He loses his judicial impartiality, and indulges in language 
such as only a rival or an enemy would employ whenever the subject of native 
newspapers, or that of the Commissioners of the Calcutta Municipality, comes 
up before him. The conclusion, becomes irresistible that he is an opponent of 
liberty. His conduct provokes reply ; and the truth must be told. The Muni- 
cipal Commissioners of Calcutta are not either labourers or bearers found in 
the streets. ‘They are all respectable men who work gratuitously for the 
Municipality. They have, however, been persistently attacked since Sir Ashley 
Kden became Lieutenant-Governor. During the passage of the new Municipal 
Bill through the Bengal Legislative Council, there was hardly a single abusive 
epithet which was not applied to the Commissioners by the Secretary 
Mr. Mackenzie. Abuse was poured upon their devoted heads. Mr 
Mackenzie’s speech contains copious illustrations of invective, banter, and 
sarcasm, and all this was directed against a body of respectable men for this 
fault, it would seem, that they do not utter Jo hukam before His Tonor 
the Lieutenant-Governor. Mr. Mackenzie had apparently forgotten ths! 
the member in charge of the Bill was a leading Commissioner. Baboo Knisto 
Das Pal deserves credit for his forbearance on this occasion, tu 
saving the Council from the reproach of being the resort of quarrelsome boy?. 
Such things were not witnessed in the time of any former Lieutenstl 
Governors. Mr. Mackenzie’s speech had been carefully prepared beforehand, 
so that the abuse did not emanate from him at the spur of the moment 


eee, 


There is only one explanation of the whole affair, and it is this: Reckon- 
ing upon the certainty that Sir Ashley Eden would be ereatly delighted to 
hear the Commissioners abused, Mr. Mackenzie attacked them; and he was 
not interrupted by the Lieutenant-Governor. This shows that His Honor 
did not think that his Secretary was doing anything wrong. But would the 
Lieutenant-Governor have allowed Babu Kristo Das Pal to attack the 
members of the Civil Service if that gentleman had taken the opportunity 
to do this? We hope Sir Ashley Eden will give up this habit of using 
hard words, which can only provoke as hard replies. There can well be 
honest differences of opinion ; is it really impossible for persons to respect each 
other while entertaining different views ? 

11. The same paper fully approves of the line of route which 1s pro- 
posed to be taken by the projected railway 
from Dum-Dum to Baraset. A writer in a 
recent number of the Hindu Patriot suggested that the line should pass 
through Rajarhat; but the proposal is not judicious, considering that in that 
case the Bagjal4 bil would have to be traversed—a work which, besides involv- 
ing enormous cost, would result in the obstruction of the natural drainage of 
over 2,000 villages, while a railway in these parts would not in the least 
facilitate trade. The work that will really benefit the inhabitants of Rajarhat 
and adjacent localities is the clearance of the silts in the Laui river. The 
lines of railway which are about to be constructed will prove most remunera- 
tive, and be imperishable monuments of Sir Ashley Eden’s administration. 
The railway was introduced into India in the time of Lord Dalhousie, but 
the lines then constructed were intended more for facilitating the movements 
of troops than promoting the interests of trade. The question that arises in 
this connection is, why was the projected railway from Bhagawangola aban- 
doned? That line would have attracted the traffic of Murshidabad and that 
of Rajshahye in part. Government, it is to be hoped, will reconsider the 
matter. 

12. The Ananda Bazar Patrikd, of the 18th April, remarks, in refer- 
| ence to the reproof administered by Sir Ashle 
Biter ~“Eden and Native Eden to Mr. Mosley of Murshidabad, poe 

| Mr. Lee of the 24-Pergunnahs, that it is clear 
| the highest authorities in India are not disposed to be as indifferent to the 

faults of those Europeans who abused natives as they are to the guilt of 

those who are found needlessly taking away the lives of the people of this 
country. And the reason of this is that for a highly placed official to be 
abusing his subordinates like a common person is an act which cannot but 
lower the dignity of his office. That the officials named above have been 
taken to task has been due to this consideration, and not to any regard for 
the social position of the persons abused by them. Bethe motive of such 
acts on the part of Sir Ashley what it may, the administering of such occa- 
sional reproofs cannot but be salutary. But what of the abuse which the 
Lieutenant-Governor himself poured upon the heads of respectable native 
gentlemen, who had been invited to bis residence ? Who will judge of his 
conduct? The fact is, so long as the Lieutenant-Governor himself does not 
mend his ways, it is almost hopeless to expect better manners from his 


subordinates. A drunken father cannot effectually inculcate sober habits 
upon his drunken son. 


The Central Bengal Railway. 


13. The same paper a ah gd sca of two respectable purdonashin 

ee es indu females by an order of the High 
Code 100 640 of the Civil Procedure Court, under section 640 of the Code of Civil 
Procedure, and observes that the act has 


produced a great sensation among natives of this country. The Editor 
asks the Legislature to repeal the section. 


SaHACHAR, 
April 18th, 1681. 


Ananda Bassam 
PaTrRixa, 


April 18th, 1881. 


Amwampa Bagas 
PatRixa. 


Brarat Mrmz, 
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14. The Bharat Mihir, of the 19th April, observes, in reference to 

the recent Resolution of Government on th. 

Classes for the training of com- formation of classes for the training of com 

pounders. rp, . 

pounders, that the sooner the provision regard. 

ing the appointment of trained compounders to dispensaries is introduced in 

the mofussil, the better it will be for the people. The evil done by quack 
doctors, ignorant kavirajes, and o74ds, who employ charms, is enormous, 

15. The same paper does not see that there is any adequate reagoy 
for postponing the repeal of the Vernaculg 
Press Act till the next winter. It cannot 
be that Government still wants time to watch the working of the 
measure. The Secretary of State, it appears, has arrived at the right 
conclusion; but Lord Ripon, acting under the advice of the Civilian 
officials of Government, is hesitating. After the pledge given by the Gover. 
ment of India, we make no doubt that the Act will be repealed, but there will 
be no room for rejoicing if the substance of the measure be adopted in 
the Penal Code. In that case the position of Native Editors would 
be one of increased difficulty. ) 

16. The Sulabha Samachar, of the 28rd April, asks Government to 
direct enquiries to be made respecting the 
doings of the recruiters of labour for Assan, 
They are frequently found to decoy ignorant native females to the depits. 
by holding out prospects of wealth and happiness, and thus make them agree 
to contracts. A correspondent of the paper writes to say that he was recent 
an eye-witness to a most pathetic scene which occurred at the Dhubri ghit, 
where four respectable-looking young women were imploring the Deputy 
Commissioner, Mr. Campbell, to save them from the hands of the recruiters, 
who were now taking them they knew not where; and that they had been 
deceived by these men. Mr. Campbell was moved by their cries, and sent 
tiiem back under guard to their homes. 

17. In continuation of the remarks noticed in paragraph 17 of our 


| last Report, the Medini, of the 23rd Apr 
r. Price and the f Garbeta. : : : ’ 
- ye re a _ publishes, with comments of his own, a long 


The Press Act. 


Emigrants for the Labour Districts. 


account of a case which was recently brought against certain ryots of Garbeta 


by a servant of Messrs. R. Watson & Co. Properly, the information 
in this case ought to have been first lodged with the police, which was 
in the neighbourhood of the alleged scene of occurrence. This, however, was 
not done, and the matter was taken up by the Joint-Magistrate. At this stage 
of the proceedings, Mr. Price had the case transferred to his file, without 
having passed any order, written or verbal. In spite of the clearest evidence 
to the contrary, he convicted the accused and sentenced him to one months 
imprisonment. Ile was, during the trial, refused all the facilities which are 
legally available by an accused person. An appeal was made to the Judge, 
and the sentence was quashed. In this article, the Editor dwells on the undue 
partiality shown by Mr. t'rice to the managers and servants of Mess. 
Watson & Co., and the harassment the ryots are subjected to at their hands 
18. In two articles, respectively headed “The Vernacular Press Att, 

al i and “The Government Resolution on te 


‘ passed students of the Sibpore Engineeriig 
College,” the Dacca Prakash, of the 24th April, makes observations similar 


to those noticed in paragraph 28 of the last, and paragraph 8 of this 
Report. 


19. Adverting to the despatch of the Secretary of State on the Verne 
Was Besos Act cular Press Act, the dnanda Bazar Patrtka, ° 


the 25th April, remarks that, if the repeal 0 


that measure be followed by the omission of the explanation attached tos 
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194A of the Indian Penal Code, the case of Native Editors would be 
worse than ever. It behoves Lord Ripon to consider, not whether the 
Vernacular Press Act has succeeded in punishing the sort of writing 
which it was intended to check, but whether a press law is at all 
necessary in India. That it is not, is believed by every honest and intelli- 
gent man. 


EDUCATION. 
90. The Sahachar, of the 25th April, is grateful to Sir Ashley Eden 


for his sanctioning the proposal long since 
made by Dr. Charles for the formation of 
classes for the training of European and Eurasian midwives. His Honor 
has at length perceived the wants of the country. It is desirable that 
these women should be given some lessons in medicine also. 

91. The Samvdd Prabhakar, of the 28th April, suggests the neces- 
sity of directing all the public schools in the 
city to be held in the morning in the hot 
season. ‘The excessive heat is seriously affecting the health of the boys, the 
great majority of whom have to come to school on foot. The Editor has 
always proposed a discontinuance of the long vacation in winter, and 
extension of that granted in the hot season. The subject should receive 
the attention of the educational authorities. 

22. The Arya Darpan, of the 29th April, points out the great neces- 


ae sity of providing such education to Native 
Classes for midwives. sid kes é, 
females of respectable position as might 


Classes for midwives. 


Morning school in the hot season. 


enable them to become good and qualified midwives. Now that Govern- 


ment is about to make arrangements forthe training as midwives of a 
limited number of Eurasian females, the suggestion put forth should be 
taken into consideration. Of course respectable Native females will never 


be persuaded to publicly attend the classes in the Medical College. Some 
special arrangement is necessary. 


RAJKKISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & ae 
Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 


The 30th April 1881. 
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